
HIRISH GAZETTE PAGE 16 AUGUST 7, 2017

BY NOREEN MAHER
Hibernia Roots, Ireland

Genealogy is a hot topic lately.
Every TV Channel has at least
one genealogy/long lost family
show that features celebrities or
successful family tracing. They
make it look easy, travelling
around the world, reuniting liv-
ing relatives, and visiting archives
that just happen to have original
documents signed by their an-
cestor. It makes good TV in the
ratings.

If only it was that easy or
glamorous! The reality is it can be
difficult and time consuming.
Now that so many databases and
archive repositories are online you
would think that would make it
easier. Not so, you end up with
more questions, where do you
start? Which sites? Are you miss-
ing any that might be useful?
It’s hard to keep up with them all!

I established my own genealo-
gy research business six years ago
in Dublin, Ireland, having been
bitten by the bug! That’s when I
trained to be a genealogist.

Since then, I’ve carried out re-
search for people from all over the
world and connected them to

living relatives where possible.
One recent case was for a family
from Illinois who planned a trip
to Ireland in 2016. They knew
where their family came from but
had little information to go on. I
was contracted to research for
them and not only found the
farm their ancestor had emigrat-
ed from but met them and
arranged for them to visit the cur-
rent owners who are descen-
dants of an ancestor who had re-
mained in Ireland. To say they
were overjoyed is an understate-
ment. It meant so much for them
to walk on the land and see the
ruin of the original family home
place. 

If you are reading this article
then you are more than likely of
Irish descent. Many of you may be
lucky to know your ancestors
names and details but for those of
you who haven’t dipped your
toes in the water yet let me shed
some light on the peculiarities of
Irish Genealogy.

ALL IS NOT LOST

There are a number of myths
going round that all the old Irish
records were destroyed/burned
and that it is impossible to trace

Irish family origins. While there
is some truth in that, the facts are
that most of the early 1800s cen-
sus records, Church and official
government documents that were
stored in the Public Records Of-
fice in Dublin, were destroyed
during the Irish Civil War, and
others by government officials.
However, some copies were held
locally or were out for rebinding
for example, and survived. Irish
genealogists have learned to use
substitute sources to fill in the
gaps. 

WHAT DOES EXIST?
Fortunately there are a combi-

nation of parish registers, land
records and census documents
that can be researched and
analysed to create a picture of the
life of your ancestor. Increasing-
ly, databases are being created
from digitized records such as
business directories, newspapers,
court records, electoral rolls etc.
Another great source when all
else fails is gravestones and a
growing number of projects are
being set up to transcribe the in-
scriptions and making them avail-
able online.

WHERE DO I START?
The availability of records can

vary from county to county de-
pending on the size of the town
or the area of population and time
period. Some are held in libraries
or archives that are only accessi-
ble in person.

When people come to me I as-
sess what they know already. I al-
ways ask them to start with them-
selves and work back, to talk to
older relatives at family gather-
ings, collect old family photos and
bibles, to get you started. Every
family has a “family history cus-
todian’’ who holds the photo al-

bums and documents. If you have
any family weddings or parties
coming up this year, be prepared! 

TIPS FOR RESEARCHING
YOUR IRISH FAMILY

If your ancestor arrived from
Ireland try and take your re-
search back to their arrival.  One
thing you have to bear in mind is
that it may not be possible to
reach back to Ireland if your an-
cestor emigrated in the early
1800s or before as there was no
requirement to record people on
ships manifests for some time af-
ter and the records might not have
survived. 

You also need to have an idea
of what part of or county in Ire-
land they came from. Some peo-
ple might have said they were
from near Kilkenny for instance
which would reduce the number
of search results that might match.
Some surnames may be found in
a number of counties so a location
to narrow it down would help. 

There are so many variables

that the time comes when you
have to think about getting pro-
fessional help. If you enjoy re-
searching and are confident
searching online you might get to
a stage where you’ve gone as far
as you can but need local knowl-
edge to take it further.  You might
be “time poor.” We all lead such
busy lives that finding time to sit
down and go through databases or
identify records can eat into pre-
cious family time. Keeping up to
date with the latest data releases
is a full time job, believe me!

So the next step is to consider
what you would like to happen
with all the documents and pho-
tos you’ve collected or sourced. I
have had a number of clients
come to me with ideas such as
combining everything into a
bound report for a special occa-
sion such as a wedding anniver-
sary or “special” birthday gift. I
like to personalize my reports so
I liaise closely and discuss the con-
tent with my client throughout.
Sometimes there are interesting
social history facts that can be wo-
ven into the report which adds to
the end result of a family me-
mento to hand down.

If you are planning to apply for
Dual Citizenship there are certain
criteria you must meet but if you
contact me I can explain it in
more detail. The starting point
would be whether you have an
Irish-born parent or grandparent.

Planning to visit Ireland may be
a long-held desire and a once in
a lifetime experience. If part of
that experience is to visit your an-
cestor’s home place then just as
you would book your flight and
car hire in advance, you should
book your genealogist. At least 3
months notice would be good. By
planning ahead I can save you
time, help you plan your itinerary,
give you details of specific loca-
tions associated with your an-
cestor and put you in contact with
any relatives still in the area. I
have often heard visitors say that
they wished they had planned
ahead as they had just had a lead
or a connection discovered just at
the end of their vacation and
ran out of time to follow up on it.
Don’t leave it to chance!

Tips on how to track down your Irish ancestors

Home of the Dram

107 Irish whiskeys
335 single malt scotches

The original pub from the isles
dedicated to serving great Irish whiskey

and single malt scotch 

Often imitated, but never equaled
(612) 216-2419

3601 East Lake St. Minneapolis, MN 55406
See our website merlinsrest.com or Facebook for more more information

Mancini’s
Char House

BAR & RESTAURANT

CHAR BROILED
STEAKS & LOBSTERS

531 W. 7th St., St. Paul

651-224-7345     651-224-7346

COME SEE US
AT THE STATE FAIR

at the corner of Carnes Ave. and Nelson St.

Featuring Great Mancini Menu Items

Hibernia Roots genealogy services is an Irish
business, Dublin-based and was established by
Noreen Maher MGSI. Noreen is an experienced
qualified genealogist, and is a member of the Irish
Genealogical Research Society, the Association
of Professional Genealogists, the Genealogical So-
ciety of Ireland, the Irish Family History Socie-
ty and the Garda (Irish Police) History Society. 

She holds a Diploma in Family History Re-
search (genealogy). She has written a number
of articles in journals and magazines. As well as
carrying out research, Noreen runs “Tracing your
Irish Ancestors’’ courses for beginners and

gives talks to groups and clubs. Complementing her involvement in genealogy,
Noreen has a strong background in customer service, project management,
company formation and searches, all useful and transferable skills for ge-
nealogy research. She also has completed a Certificate in Oral History course
from which she acquired interview techniques and transcriptions skills.

Contact Noreen through her website, email or facebook for a free ini-
tial assessment: www.hiberniaroots.com, hiberniaroots@gmail.com or www.
facebook.com/hiberniaroots.


